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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in 
a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the 
applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another 
who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by McGuinness et al. 

5634583which discloses all the claimed elements including: 

(Re: cl 1) A roofing washer dispenser comprising: a barrel having a nose on a distal end 
thereof and a magazine connected to the barrel (c3 L 12-22), 

a tube connected to the barrel and a pile of washers received in the tube ( c2 L 62-c3 L 
22), 

a plate connected to the barrel and including a groove defined in a top of the plate (c2 L 
47-61), 

a hole defined through the plate and located beneath of the nose, a feeding device having 
a pushing plate which is movably engaged with the groove (c2 L 47-61), 
at least one washer in the groove and pushed by the pushing plate ( c2 L 62-c3 L 47), 
and a plurality of protrusions extending from an inner periphery of the hole (14 fig 9; c2 
L 47-61); 

(Re: cl 2) the protrusions are located at an intermediate point of a width of the inner 
periphery of the hole (c4 L 46-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
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patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 



4. Claim(s) 1-2 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Haytayan 

339065 in view of Beach 5056684 wherein the former discloses the elements previously 

discussed and the latter discloses any the elements not inherently taught by the former including: 

(Re: cl 1) A roofing washer dispenser comprising: a barrel having a nose on a distal end 
thereof and a magazine connected to the barrel (c9 L 1-32), 

a plate connected to the barrel and including a groove defined in a top of the plate (fig 8), 

a hole defined through the plate and located beneath of the nose (c9 L 1-32), 

a feeding device having a pushing plate which is movably engaged with the groove (c5 L 

41-65), 

at least one washer in the groove and pushed by the pushing plate (c9 L 1-32),, 
and a plurality of protrusions extending from an inner periphery of the hole 
(520/236/244;c5 L 6-23); 

(Re: cl 2) the protrusions are located at an intermediate point of a width of the inner 
periphery of the hole (520/236/244;c5 L 6-23). 

Beach 5056684 discloses 

a tube connected to the barrel and a pile of washers received in the tube (5 L 60-c6 L 9 
with c7 L 2035). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for Haytayan to attach a vertical 
tube magazine housing washers because a gravity feed detachable magazine reliably feeds 
washers into the grooved channel from a quickly replenishable source as taught by Beach. 

5. Claim(s) 1-2 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Haytayan 

339065 in view of Lui et al. 648610 wherein the former discloses the elements previously 

discussed and the latter discloses any the elements not inherently taught by the former including: 

(Re: cl 1) A roofing washer dispenser comprising: a barrel having a nose on a distal end 
thereof and a magazine connected to the barrel (c9 L 1-32), 
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a plate connected to the barrel and including a groove defined in a top of the plate (fig 8), 

a hole defined through the plate and located beneath of the nose (c9 L 1-32), 

a feeding device having a pushing plate which is movably engaged with the groove (c5 L 

41-65), 

at least one washer in the groove and pushed by the pushing plate (c9 L 1-32),, 
and a plurality of protrusions extending from an inner periphery of the hole 
(520/236/244;c5 L 6-23); 

(Re: cl 2) the protrusions are located at an intermediate point of a width of the inner 
periphery of the hole (520/236/244;c5 L 6-23). 

Lui et al. discloses 

a tube connected to the barrel over grooved channel the and a pile of washers received in 
the tube for feeding into the horizontal channel(31 fig 2 ; c2 L 33-53); 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for Haytayan to attach a vertical 

tube magazine housing washers because a gravity feed detachable magazine reliably feeds 

washers into the grooved channel from a quickly replenishable source as taught by Lui et al.. 

6. Claim(s) 1-2 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Lamb 6302310 in view of Haytayan 339065 wherein the former discloses : 

(Re: cl 1) A roofing washer dispenser comprising: a barrel having a nose on a distal end 
thereof and a magazine connected to the barrel (fig 1 & 3), 

a plate 50 connected to the barrel and including a groove 56 defined in a top of the plate 

a hole defined through the plate and located beneath of the nose (54), 

a feeding device having a pushing plate which is movably engaged with the groove (c4 L 

23-32), 

at least one washer in the groove and pushed by the pushing plate (fig 4/5), 
and a single protrusion extending from an into the hole (58 fig 6 ) 

Haytayan discloses a plurality of protrusions extending from an inner periphery of 

the tube located at an intermediate point from the width of the hole inner periphery 

(520/236/244;c5L6-23). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for Lamb to substitute the 
pivoting single protrusion extending to a central area of the hole with a plurality of equivalent 
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function protrusions mounted on the interior of the hole because plural protrusion distribute the 
load over the plural protrusions and moving protrusions to the interior of the hole would better 
center seat washers awaiting final dispensing of the washer as taught by Haytayan and come up 
with the instant invention. 



disclosure. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Exmr. Michael E. Butler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6937. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Walsh, can be reached on (571) 272-6944. The fax numbers for the Group is 
(703) 305-7687/(703) 872-9306. 



Conclusion 



7. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



Examiner 



